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Introduction

This briefer outlines the support provided by the Danish rapid response mechanism, Claim Your Space
(CYS), to human rights defenders (HRDs) and civil society organisations (CSOs) in countries in the Global
South in 2025. Claim Your Space is financed by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is managed by
Global Focus. Since the fund's inception in 2021, there has been a consistent demand for support from
partners to Danish CSO in the Global South, which has grown steadily from year to year. As a rapid
response mechanism, Claim Your Space functions both as a reactive measure to respond when crackdowns
occur and as a proactive initiative to help prevent crackdowns in the future. These activities are facilitated
through the two-track model of CYS, whereas Track 1 provides emergency assistance, and Track 2 provides
support for activities to proactively counter civic space restrictions.

The geographical scope of Claim Your Space was expanded in 2024 to include all OECD DAC ODA Recipient
Countries, whereas funding had previously only been available to applicants in a selected number of
countries. In 2025, Claim Your Space truly began to see the results of this and of Global Focus’ targeted
outreach work to raise awareness about the geographical expansion. This resulted in a significant number
of applications in 2025 from new countries, where the fund had not previously been used and from
partners of Danish CSOs that had not previously used the fund. Among the new countries in 2025 are
Georgia and Serbia in Europe, Thailand and Cambodia in Southeast Asia, Mozambique, Gambia, and Tunisia
in Africa, and El Salvador and Peru in Latin America. In the following, we provide an overview of the support
provided under both tracks across countries, as well as some illustrative case examples of the thematic
coverage of CYS in 2025.
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Spending across countries

In 2025, Claim Your Space issued a total of 134 emergency grants to local groups and individuals under
Track 1, offering direct support to 706 HRDs and other civil society actors. Under Track 2, Claim Your Space
issued 20 coalition-building grants to local alliances of civil society organisations to push back on civic space
restrictions. 69 local CSOs were directly involved in the implementation of these projects. The following is a
breakdown of the grants issued to local partners of Danish CSOs under both tracks in 2025.

Track 1 spending 2025 Spending per country (high to low)
Emergency assistance to individuals and groups under Country kr. %
threat. DRC 1.139.910 kr.  |19,1%
Uganda 1.084.416 kr.  [18,1%
Zambia 733.484 kr. 12,3%
Kenya 422.691 kr. 7,1%
Zimbabwe 404.057 kr. 6,8%
Myanmar 319.159 kr. 5,3%
Tanzania 311.133 k. [5,2%
Total number of countries 28 Cambodia 123.171 kr. 2,1%
Total number of grants 134 Serbia 123.156 kr. 2,1%
Total number of beneficiaries 706 Georgia 122.692 kr. 2%
Swaziland 121.177 kr. 2%
- Palestine 117.527 kr. 2%
Bangladesh 116.930 kr. 2%
Spending per beneficiary 8.459 kr. A L T e
Thailand 82.065 kr. 1,4%
Mozambique 81.493 kr. 1,3%
Colombia 76.047 kr. 1,3%
Tunisia 75.864 kr. 1,3%
Gambia 60.308 kr. 1%
El Salvador 59.713 kr. 1%
Cameroun 41.071 kr. 0,7%
Peru 41.046 kr. 0,7%
Ghana 40.978 kr. 0,7%
Nigeria 40.812 kr. 0,7%
Albania 39.147 kr. 0,6%
CAR 38.465 kr. 0,6%
Somalia 37.940 kr. 0,6%
Ukraine 3.539 kr. 0,1%
TOTAL 5.971.714 kr. 100%
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Track 2 spending 2025
Grants to local CSO alliances to collectively counter civic space restrictions.
Total number of countries 15
Total number of grants 20
Total number of involved CSOs 69
Average spending per grant 147.445 kr.
Spending per country (high to low)
Country kr. % CYS Track 2 spending per country (in %)

Uganda 744.574 kr. 25,2% = Uganda
Myanmar 298.184 kr. 10,1% . ;’!vagn;ar
Imbabwe
Zimbabwe 149575kr.  [51% I
Serbia 149.310 kr. 5,1% m Paraguay
Paraguay 149.232 kr. 5,1% ; = Palestine
= Kenya
m Gambia

Palestine 149.199 kr. 5,1%

Kenya 149.189 kr. 5,1% 7 . gf‘mbodia
A n ana

Gambia 149.177 kr. 5,1% » India

Cambodia 149.165 kr. 5,1% = Albania

Ghana 149.108 kr. 5,1% = Pakistan

India 147.077 kr. 4,9% . ﬁiE:rri];ma
Albania 145.623 kr. 4,9%
Pakistan 145.211 kr. 4,9%
Argentina 138.010 kr. 4,6%
Liberia 136.257 kr. 4,6%
TOTAL 2.948.891 kr. 100%
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Continuous attacks on civic space: examples of thematic coverage

In the following, we highlight a range of illustrative examples of the thematic coverage of Claim Your Space
in 2025 based on the applications received during the year and their descriptions of worrying developments
regarding civic space in different contexts.

Youth movements and the Gen-Z protests

In 2025, CYS saw a steady flow of applications from youth and student groups and civil society
organisations fighting for human rights and democracy in their countries — frequently referred to as Gen-Z
protests - and often suffering severe crackdowns from the authorities as a consequence.

In the wake of the election in Tanzania on October 29, peaceful protestors took to the streets to voice their
dissatisfaction with the election process, which had been widely criticized for being illegitimate, and to
protest the imprisonment of members of the opposition. In response, heavy military and police presence
was brought out to target the peaceful and nonviolent demonstrations. The clampdown was severe, and
reports indicate that hundreds of protesters were killed, and thousands injured. In the aftermath, Claim
Your Space supported a request from a local CSO to assist a group of activists targeted by the authorities
during and following the protests. These activists had all been at the centre of organizing the peaceful
demonstrations, which put them at considerable risk of repression. During the protest, several of them
were severely beaten by soldiers and had to go into hiding following the protests for fear of further
repercussions. Claim Your Space was able to support the group with safehousing and medical assistance to
enable them to recover from the ordeal in a safe space.

On June 25, 2025, on the anniversary of the Gen-Z student-led protests in June 2024 against the Kenyan
government’s new Finance Bill, which led to the deaths of more than 60 young protesters at the hands of
the authorities, young activists once again organized demonstrations. This time to protest continued police
brutality and rising costs of living in the country. In response, there was yet again another severe
crackdown by the police. The crackdown cost 16 young protesters their lives with scorns more injured
during the crackdown or subsequently violently mistreated during arrest and imprisonment. In response,
Claim Your Space provided support to 25 young protesters from local grassroots organisations, who had
suffered gun shots and beatings, as well as been traumatized by the overwhelming police violence during
the protests. This enabled them to access medical and psychosocial support as well as rest and recovery in
safety.

In 2025, CYS also received a number of applications from civil society activists and movements in the EU’s
neighbouring countries that came under attack from their governments and were accused of operating as
agents of foreign powers. This was the case in Serbia, where CSOs were targets of severe legal crackdowns
by the authorities and likewise experienced extensive surveillance and harassment from the security
services. CSOs have also been subjected to a national smear campaign by leading politicians and pro-
government media, accusing them of being agents of foreign powers. In this context, Claim Your Space
supported a Serbian CSO that advocates for democratic governance, civic space, and human rights in Serbia
and organizes training for local journalists on free and unbiased reporting. Due to this work, the CSO
experienced severe and escalating pressure from state authorities. Pro-government tabloids falsely accused
the CSO of orchestrating the mass protests in Serbia in 2025 against government corruption and
mismanagement and accused their staff of being "foreign agents" involved in money laundering and
terrorism on behalf of Western powers. The public smear campaign and the continued harassment and
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surveillance left the staff traumatized and fearing for their safety. In response, Claim Your Space supported
the CSO with reinforced security and CCTV cameras for their office, as well as psychosocial support for their
staff members for stress and trauma recovery.

Climate and environmental defenders

In 2025, Claim Your Space continued to see a large number of applications from climate activists and
environmental defenders working to protect natural habitats. Claim Your Space provided support to a
group of climate activists in Uganda involved in organising campaigns against the environmental impact of
extractive industries in their communities. The group had been arrested while petitioning a private
company to halt their investments in an extractive project with destructive environmental consequences.
Claim Your Space provided funds for legal support for the activists to secure their release, as well as
resettlement support after their release since the month-long imprisonment cost them their jobs and
sources of income and had seen them evicted from their homes.

This year, Claim Your Space also provided support to cover the cost of evacuation of climate activists at
immediate risk due to their activism. CYS for example supported a group of staff members from an
environmental CSO in El Salvador, who played an important role in securing the country’s mining ban in
2017, which led them to be targeted for their involvement in anti-mining activism. Following a concrete
threat to their lives, CYS supported their relocation to a neighbouring country to guarantee their safety. In
another example, Claim Your Space provided relocation and safehousing support to a group of climate
activists in Cambodia, who received death threats from logging companies and threats of lifelong prison
sentences from local police due to their work documenting cases of illegal logging in nature conservation
areas and wildlife sanctuaries. CYS supported the temporary relocation and safehousing for the group in a
neighbouring country, as well as living costs during their stay.

The conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo

In 2025, Claim Your Space continued to receive a large number of applications from CSOs in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) working to document and report human rights abuses committed by the military
and armed militia groups. This began in the first quarter of 2025, when the Rwandan backed M23 militia
known for perpetrating severe human rights violations advanced into the country’s eastern provinces.

The advance made these CSOs and social movements the targets of harsh crackdowns to halt their ability to
document human rights violations. During this time, Claim Your Space supported the Directors of four
human rights CSOs that were based in South Kivu Province in Eastern DRC. All four CSOs have for years
been working to monitor and document human rights violations committed by both sides in the conflict in
Eastern DRC, including atrocities committed by the M23 militia, which put them at great risk of reprisals by
the militia during their violent incursion. The Directors of the four organisations were specifically targeted
by the M23 due to their work and were forced to live underground for fear of attacks against themselves
and their families. Claim Your Space supported the temporary relocation to Burundi for the four Directors
and their immediate families, food and basic necessities during relocation and psychosocial assistance to
enable them to recover from the trauma of the ordeal.

Claim Your Space also supported an application from one of DRC’s well-established social movements
working to promote a non-violent and non-partisan citizens campaign for democracy, good governance,
peace and justice in the country. Following public denunciations and peaceful demonstrations against the
actions of the M23, activists from the movement were falsely accused of spreading ethnic hate speech in a
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clear attempt to silence them. Several activists were also directly threatened by the M23 and there was a
clear risk of physical attacks against the movement’s members in the occupied areas. Claim Your Space
supported the movement with funds to relocate 12 members at high risk to neighbouring Tanzania for
temporary safehousing, as well as to provide them with medical treatment and psychological support.

LGBTIQ+ rights continuously under pressure

In 2025, Claim Your Space once again saw a high number of emergency applications from activists and CSOs
working to promote and protect equal rights for LGBTIQ+ people, for example in relation to access to
healthcare services. Claim Your Space received a significant number of applications from countries in Africa
such as Uganda and Tanzania where this has long been a known issue.

In addition, Claim Your Space received several applications from LGBTIQ+ activists and CSOs in a number of
countries that had not previously been significantly represented in this context. For example, CYS
supported a CSO in Zambia working with LGBTIQ+ communities on issues of mental health, stigma
reduction, and family reconciliation. While conducting a counselling session for LGBTIQ+ individuals
struggling with anxiety and isolation, a group of hostile community members gathered outside the house
where the session was being held and subsequently followed the three volunteer facilitators of the session
home, verbally abused them and accused them of promoting immorality. The volunteer’s homes were
vandalized that same night and they continued to receive threatening messages, calls, and personal
harassment following the incident. The three volunteers reported the incident to the police, but no report
was taken and the police merely told them to keep quiet and avoid having any further meeting activities.
There has been a rise in attacks against LGBTIQ+ individuals and organisations in Zambia, and CSOs fear
that the lack of response from police will further embolden attackers, thereby leading to more incidents. In
response to the situation, Claim Your Space provided temporary relocation and psychosocial assistance to
the three volunteers.

About Claim Your Space %?(BAS«LT

e The purpose of CYS is to provide rapid financial support to civil society actors and human rights
defenders at risk due to civic space restrictions.

e Support is available to any civil society actor (individual, CSO, movement, group of activists) who has
either been collaborating with a Danish civil society organisation or been funded by a Danish embassy
in any OECD DAC ODA Recipient Country.

e Claim Your Space has two tracks: Track 1 offers emergency assistance to individuals and groups under
threat with up to EUR 5,000 and Track 2 supports local CSO alliances working together to address a
situation of closing civic space with up to EUR 20,000.

e Applications for both tracks can be submitted using a secure online application at the following link:
www.globaltfokus.dk/pulje/claim-your-space or by email to cys@globaltfokus.dk.
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