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Introduction 

This Briefer outlines the support provided by the Danish rapid response mechanism, Claim Your 

Space (CYS), to human rights defenders (HRDs) and civil society organisations (CSOs) in countries 

in the Global South in 2023. CYS has existed since 2021 and is sponsored by the Danish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and managed by Global Focus. Since the fund's inception, there has been a con-

sistent demand for support from Danish CSO partners within the geographical scope of the mecha-

nism, including Sub-Saharan African countries, Palestine, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Myanmar. 

As a rapid response mechanism, Claim Your Space functions both as a reactive measure to respond 

when crackdowns occur and as a proactive initiative to help prevent crackdowns in the future. These 

activities are facilitated through the two-track model of CYS where Track 1 provides emergency as-

sistance and Track 2 provides support for activities to proactively counter civic space, including en-

hancing alliance building among civil society organisations. In the following, we provide an over-

view of spending within the two tracks and the thematic and geographical coverage of CYS in 2023. 
 

Where and how much? Spending across countries 

During 2023, Claim Your Space has issued a total of 77 

emergency grants to local groups and individuals un-

der Track 1 offering direct support to 241 HRDs and 

civil society actors. Global Focus has also issued a total 

of 5 coalition-building grants to local alliances of civil 

society organisations under Track 2 with 23 local CSOs 

directly involved in the implementation. The following 

is a breakdown of the grants issued to local partners of 

Danish CSOs under Track 1 and Track 2 in 2023. 

 

Track 1 spending 2023 

Emergency assistance to individuals and groups under 

threat. 
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Spending per Country (low to high)  

Country  kr.   %  

Mauritius  31.144 kr. 1,0%   

Malawi  32.158 kr. 1,1%  

Senegal  33.518 kr.  1,1%  

Cameroon  37.224 kr.  1,3%  

Palestine  41.002 kr.  1,4%  

Somalia  41.020 kr.  1,4%  

Nigeria  55.874 kr.  1,9%  

Swaziland  65.420 kr.  2,2%  

Bangladesh  68.826 kr.  2,3%  

Zimbabwe  93.183 kr.  3,1%  

Kenya  128.128 kr.  4,3%  

Zambia  184.239 kr.  6,2%  

Myanmar  251.279 kr. 8,4%  

Tanzania 291.375 kr.  9,8%  

DRC 426.410 kr.  14,3%  

Uganda  1.193.325 kr. 40,1%  

 TOTAL  2.974.125  100% 

Totals (2023)  

Total number of Countries  16  

Total number of Grants 77  

Total number of Beneficiaries 241 

Aggregates (Average spending 

Spending pr. Grant  38.625 kr. 

Spending pr. Beneficiary  12.341 kr.  
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Track 2 spending 2023   

Grants to local CSO alliances to collectively counter civic space restrictions  

Spending pr. Country (low to high)  

Country  kr. %  

Bangladesh  148.850 kr.  19,6%  

Uganda  149.015 kr.  19,6%  

Ghana  163.720 kr.  21,6%  

Zimbabwe  297.950 kr.  39,2%  

TOTAL  759.535 kr.  100%  

Aggregates (Average spending 

Spending pr. Grant  151.907 kr.  
  

Totals (2023)  

Total Number of Countries  4  

Total Number of Grants   5  

Total Number of involved CSOs  23  
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Who and What? Examples of CYS’ thematic coverage 

In the following, we highlight some examples of the various types of applications received to pro-

vide an overview of the thematic coverage of the Claim Your Space mechanism. 
 

LGBT+ Rights Under Attack  

2023 was dominated by anti-LGBT+ legislation being passed or tabled in countries in East Africa as 

well as in other parts of the continent. The majority of applications were received from Uganda, 

where an Anti-Homosexuality Act, asserting to “protect the traditional family”, was passed in May 

2023, criminalizing LGBT+ identities and behaviours and the local CSOs supporting the LGBT+ com-

munity. The consequences for civil society in Uganda have been immense and as a result, Uganda 

has accounted for the single highest number of emergency applications in 2023.CYS has, for exam-

ple, supported an application from a small CSO that provides counselling services and provides a 

safe space for LGBT+ persons that have been ousted by their families or communities. Due to their 

work, the organisation’s staff and volunteers were accused by hostile community members of cor-

rupting the morale of children and recruiting them into homosexuality and were harassed and at-

tacked at their office, as well as in their own homes. CYS provided support to relocate staff members 

to a safe house, as well as medical and psycho-social support to help them recover from the attacks. 

 

Environmental and Land Rights Defenders at Risk   

In 2023, CYS saw an increasing number of applications from climate activists and environmental 

defenders working to protect natural habitats and push back against destructive infrastructure 

projects. Many of these cases also center around the land rights of the indigenous communities that 

are frequently subjected to forced eviction and relocation to make way for these projects. CYS has, 

for example, supported a group of student activists from Uganda, who had been arrested during a 

non-violent protest against the construction of a pipeline to transport oil from Uganda’s Lake Albert 

to the port of Tanga in Tanzania. During the protest, the students were severely beaten sustaining 

severe injuries. CYS supported the students with bail fees to secure their release, medical treatment 

to help with their injuries, and temporary relocation to a safe house, where they could rest and 

recover without fear of further harassment. 

 

Protesting to Protect Democracy  

CYS continues to receive an increasing number of applications from student activists and youth 

groups fighting to protect democracy in their countries by advocating for free and fair elections or 

protesting illegal and unconstitutional acts by their political representatives. During the election in 

Zimbabwe in August 2023, CYS received an application to support a group of Zimbabwean student 

activists who had been targeted by the authorities for advocating for a fair and free election and 

were forced to flee to neighbouring Zambia for fear of arrest and torture. CYS supported the estab-

lishment of a safe house in Zambia, where the activists were provided with a safe place to stay and 

with psychosocial support and medical care until they could return safely to their home country.  
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HRDs at Risk for Documenting Human Rights Violations   

A large number of applications were received from CSOs that undertake the dangerous work of 

monitoring and documenting human rights abuses in conflict zones that receive little media atten-

tion and where international organisations have limited presence. In 2023, several requests were 

received from CSOs in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) working to document and report 

human rights abuses in the country’s eastern provinces. This area has been ravaged by armed con-

flict between armed groups and security forces since late 2022 with abuses against civilians com-

mitted by both sides, and the CSOs often find themselves trapped between the warring factions. 

CYS has, for example, provided support to two CSO staff members, who went on a mission in May 

2023 to assess human rights violations in the Fizi region and to evaluate the conditions of the 

detention camps in the area. On the way, they were arrested and detained by the military and sub-

jected to torture and degrading treatment. With CYS funding, the local CSO was able to secure the 

release of their staff members and have all charges dropped, as well as to relocate them to a safe 

house in a different region, where they received medical treatment and psycho-social support to 

help them recover. The CSO was also able to compile the formal documentation required to file 

charges against the soldiers involved in the torture of the two staff members. 

 

Speaking out for Accountability  

A significant number of applications have been received from journalists and HRDs working to ex-

pose corruption or abuse of power through independent media outlets. CYS, for example, provided 

support to an investigative journalist, who had been covering human rights abuses in an ongoing 

conflict in the English-speaking region of Cameroon. As a result of his coverage, he received several 

death threats and was followed by state agents, and he feared for his safety as journalists had pre-

viously been kidnapped and murdered after exposing illicit government activity. CYS supported the 

journalist’s relocation with his family to a safe house in a different region and provided him with the 

support required for him to continue his work remotely. 

 

About Claim Your Space                                                                                                                      

• The purpose of CYS is to provide rapid financial support to civil society actors and human rights 

defenders at risk due to civic space restrictions.  

• Support is available to any civil society actor (individual, movement, group of activists) who has 

either been collaborating with a Danish civil society organisation or been funded by a Danish 

embassy in Sub-Saharan African Countries, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and Palestine.  

• Claim Your Space has two tracks: Track 1 offers emergency assistance to individuals and groups 

under threat with up to EUR 5,000 and Track 2 supports local CSO alliances working together to 

address a situation of closing civic space with up to EUR 15,000 to 20,000.  

• Applications for both tracks can be submitted using a secure online application at the following 

link: www.globaltfokus.dk/pulje/claim-your-space or by email to cys@globaltfokus.dk.  
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