
  Copenhagen, November 5, 2012 

Regarding Danish support for EU development aid in the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF): 
 
Dear Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt; Dear Minister of European Affairs Nikolai Wammen, 
 
We are writing to you on behalf of Concord Denmark- the network of 42 Danish development NGOs 
and a National Platform of CONCORD, representing more than 2000 development NGOs- and ONE- 
the anti-poverty campaign co-founded by Bono and other activists with more than three million 
members - ahead of the November EU summit on the MFF.   
 
We would like to get your firm support for protecting development and humanitarian aid spending 
in the next MFF. As a country with a proud track record on development cooperation and aid, we 
look to Denmark’s leadership to help protect the EU’s development and humanitarian aid. 
 
Denmark strongly showed its commitment to development aid by founding the G0.7 and the recent 
statement from Minister Friis Bach: “We hope the European Union will live up to its obligations as 
well.  We promised in 2005 that we would reach 0.7%.  We cannot shy away from that promise, we 
have to stand firm and engage.”  With the MFF negotiations, Denmark has the chance to turn these 
words into action by making sure the EU’s development aid will not be subject to cutbacks. If you 
protect the Commission’s proposals for development assistance under Heading 4 within the EU 
budget and the European Development Fund you automatically ensure that the EU is one step closer 
to fulfil its 0.7 % GNI aid commitment to the world’s poorest.  
 
Development assistance channelled through the EU institutions has achieved so much.  But with 
your help it could achieve so much more over the next seven years. E.g. by 2020, for the equivalent 
of just €1.25 per EU citizen per month: 51 million people could have access to clean water and 15 
million children could be enrolled in primary school. 
 
As part of ONE’s “Lifesaver” campaign, more than 110,000 Europeans have signed our petition, 
calling on you to support the European Commission’s proposals for future lifesaving aid funding. 
The European Parliament has strongly backed the Commission’s proposals for external spending 
with its ‘MFF interim report’, stressing that “the Commission proposals for ‘Global Europe’ and the 
European Development Fund must be considered the bare minimum to achieve Europe’s ambition 
in the world”. We welcome the Parliament’s firm stand on this important issue, and we hope that 
you will take that call, and the message from our 110,000 supporters, into account when discussing 
the potential need for reductions to the Commission’s MFF proposals in the coming weeks.  
 
Cuts to the EU budget should not cost lives. Hence, we urge you to protect the Commission’s 
proposal of €51 billion for development aid (i.e. the European Development Fund and the 
Development Cooperation Instrument) and humanitarian aid by including these funding areas as one 
of Denmark’s top three priorities in the EU budget in the weeks ahead and during the summit. We 
are counting on you to make sure that the EDF remains untouched in the negotiations and the 
disproportionate cuts made to heading 4 in the new Negotiating Box are reversed. 
 
We look forward to working with you in the crucial weeks leading up to the November summit, and 
would be delighted if we could discuss the Danish government’s position further with your MFF 
advisors in Copenhagen, at your convenience. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Nils Brøgger Jakobsen    Eloise Todd 

President of Concord Denmark   ONE Brussels Director 

http://www.devex.com/en/news/for-denmark-eu-must-keep-aid-promise/79539?source=DefaultHomepage_Headline
http://one.org/lifesaver

